 

 

 

"He was everything someone from a local economic standpoint could ask for."  (Brian Hilson, President of the Huntsville-Madison County Chamber of Commerce.)
 

"He's one of the hardest workers I've ever seen."  (David Bronner,  Head of Retirement Systems of Alabama)
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The only Alabamian ever elected to four statewide constitutional offices


 

 Governor Don Siegelman  Siegelman first won statewide office when he was elected Secretary of  State in 1978.  He was re-elected in 1982, elected Attorney General in 1986; Lieutenant Governor in  1998, and  elected Governor in 1998 . 
Governor Siegelman was born in Mobile, Alabama in 1946. He graduated from the University of Alabama in 1968, Georgetown University School of Law in 1972 and studied International Law at Oxford University in Oxford, England from 1972 to 1973. 
As Lieutenant Govenor,  he strong-armed the Legislature into requiring  that proceeds from a multi-million dollar education bond issue be used to replace thousands of school portables with permanent classrooms. 
Governor Don Siegelman’s first act as governor was to sign an executive order to eliminate portable classrooms in public schools and to build safe new classrooms for school children. 
He built over 1,000 new schools. 

 He also signed a bill into law to raise teacher salaries to the national average. 
During his term,  Alabama ranked among the top eight states in the nation  with the most National Board Certified Teachers. (Source: National Board for Professional Teaching Standards) 
During his term as governor. Alabama high schools developed  one of the stiffest and highest high school graduation requirements in the United States  
 He  implemented the nationally recognized  Alabama Reading Initiative in 429 schools and provided rewards for schools that  met  and exceeded  Alabama’s standards for education.  President George Bush lauded this program  (Birmingham News 9/6/02) 
During his tenure, Alabama was regonized by the  The Thomas  Fordham Foundation for being among the top five states in the nation with academic and accountability standards. in public education.( 2999 biennial report Thomas Fordham Foundation) National 
 Governor Siegelman proved his commitment to children by appointing the state’s first children’s commissioner and children’s cabinet.  Additionally,  the governor created the Office of School Readiness to begin providing early learning opportunities to four-year olds throughout the state. 
 Kimble Forrister, state coordinator for Alabama Arise, credited  Siegelman for establishing the country's first state-run health insurance program for children in poverty-stricken families. (Huntsville Times 11/24/02)
  Siegelman  signed a number of domestic violence bills into law including one making domestic violence a crime in Alabama. 
 He  continually  pushed  for tougher DUI laws,  including increasing penalties for adults driving drunk with a child in the car. 
He rammed  through a law requiring drivers to carry automobile liability insurance. (Huntsville Times 11/24/02) 
Siegelman, himself a trial lawyer,  was  instrumental in enacting tort reform  (frivolous lawsuits and runaway jury verdicts) including caps on punitive damages 
While attorney general, he cracked down on polluters, took on criminal prosecutions when local district attorneys refused and aggressively went after sports agents for illegal payoffs to college athletes. 
 Siegelman expanded industry across Alabama by announcing the location of businesses including Honda, Navistar, Fiat and Boeing and expansion of Mercedes.  
He  established a task force charged with developing the State’s first long-term strategic plan for economic growth. 
There was  almost universal praise for his efforts to get more high-paying skilled jobs for Alabama. 
Huntsville-area leaders say economic development  was a  Siegelman strong suit.  During his governorship, he wooed Honda and Hyundai to build full automotive assembly plants, fostered a major expansion of the Mercedes Benz plant in Tuscaloosa, lured a Toyota engine factory  to Huntsville and brought other new and expanded industries. 
Brian Hilson, president of the Huntsville-Madison County Chamber of Commerce, said Siegelman figured prominently in Huntville's recruitment of companies such as Toyota, International Truck and Engines, and a jet plane maintenance facility at Huntsville International Airport.  Hilson said Siegelman even went to the trouble of trying to try to learn Japanese and Korean before talking to decision makers at Toyota and Hyundai.  
 "He was everything someone from a local economic standpoint could ask for," Hilson said. (Huntsville Times 11/24/02) 
  He can also claim much credit for teacher testing and background checks, raising teacher salaries to the national average, David Bronner, head of Retirement Systems of Alabama, called Siegelman "one of the hardest workers I've ever seen."  (HuntsvilleTimes 11/24/0 
. In his   unsuccessful  re-election campaign against now Governor, Bob Riley, Siegelman blamed Alabama's financial woes on greedy out-of-state corporations that use :Enron -style accounting games" to cheat Alabama schools of hundreds of millions in taxes.  
Thumbnail of other accomplishments: 

         He  had  the largest road and bridges programs since Big Jim Folsom 

          He worked hard to strengthen the Nursing Home regulations 

          He funded the Medicaid trust fund.    
Riley's margin of victory was less than 3500 votes out of l.3 million cast   Siegelman and his supporters desperately wanted a re-count, but he decided not to,  fearing a challenge would be harmful to the Democratic Party.  
 Siegelman described his concession decision as "very, very painful" but one that would spare the state a protracted, divisive legal fight. 
Political experts said that Siegelman's concession, without the recount he so adamantly wanted, will cast doubt among many Alabamians about whether Riley  won the election.  
Your help is needed.  Please make your contributions to: 

Don Siegelman, 3963 Riverview Dr. Birmingham, Alabama 35243.  email:  Don.Siegelman@gmail.com 
Every dollar helps.
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