Sessions, FBI Used Taxpayer Dollars To Investigate Folsom, Worked Closely With Reporter To Publicize False Information

Ethics Complaints Vague, Investigations Impossible To Conclude And Clear Folsom Before Election. “Because the charges were purposely broad and nebulous, neither the Attorney General nor Ethics Commission were able to conclude their investigation before the November, 1994 General Election. It was an object of the conspiracy that the investigations not be concluded before the General Election so that the voting public would believe that the charges against Gov. Folsom had merit. The Jeff Sessions’ and later Fob James’ Campaigns fostered, promoted and prolonged the smear campaign against Gov. Folsom after Hubbert lost the Democratic Primary in June, 1994.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 3] 

Jeff Sessions, A Republican Candidate For Attorney General, Planned Smear Campaign Against Folsom Using The FBI’s Resources, Both To Help His Own Campaign And Fob James, A Republican Running Against Folsom. “The meeting, admitted to by both Turner and Sessions, lasted three to four hours. Sessions tells Turner that the FBI in Mobile is interested in investigating Folsom, particularly Folsom’s Cayman Island trip. Sessions wants any information on Gov. Folsom which can help him in the Attorney General’s race. It is Sessions’ political strategy to attack Evans for not investigating Gov. Folsom, thus fostering the misconception that Evans was trying to “cover up” for Gov. Folsom, the major theme of Sessions’ Campaign.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 8]

Stories Ran Late In Folsom Campaign Alleging Folsom Flew To Cayman Islands On Plane Owned By, Then Did Favor For, Contributor. “Late in the fall campaign, not long after the campaign's pollster had warned that the governor was already bleeding from ethics-related questions, news outlets reported that while lieutenant governor, Folsom had taken a vacation trip in 1993 to the Cayman Islands in a plane owned by dog track owner Milton McGregor. Shortly afterward, Folsom had urged legislators to back a bill that would have allowed gambling devices at McGregor's tracks.” [BN, Gordon, 2/17/02] 

Sessions Sent FBI Agents To Meet With Turner About Folsom’s Cayman Islands Trip. “One week later Sessions again called Turner at home to relate that FBI “friends” of his would come to Wetumpka and discuss the Cayman trip and other matters involving Gov. Folsom in order to get some dirt on him. The next day, Turner met with FBI SAs Brennan, Mulligan and Fuhrman and IRS SA Schultz, at McDonalds in Wetumpka, Alabama. Turner was quizzed about the Cayman trip and told not to discuss their meeting with FBI agents in Montgomery due to jurisdictional problems, and that the Mobile agents were not supposed to be helping Sessions in his campaign for AG.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 9] 

Mobile FBI Agents Held Fake Ceremony To ‘Deputize’ Turner. “After this meeting, Turner continued to receive phone and fax messages from FBI agents in Mobile and he was asked to go to Mobile for a meeting at the FBI office. Three to four days later Turner went to Mobile. SA Brennan again assured Turner that he was not a target, told Turner to raise his right hand and take an oath, and “deputized” Turner, telling him, ‘You are now one of us!’” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 9]

Turner Found Someone To Go To Caymans To Investigate Folsom; Sessions Campaign Paid For Trip. “During the meeting, Turner and Eddy discussed the Cayman Islands trip and how to get the information Sessions wanted. Turner suggested Tibbets. Eddy called Sessions, who gave the okay for Tibbets to start work.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 9]

James’ Campaign Manager Paid A Sessions Campaign Operative To Finance Cayman Islands Investigation. “But Folsom alleges that Sessions got two FBI agents to investigate the flight during the 1994 campaign, then hired the agents after he won. In addition, news reports have said that James' campaign manager paid a Sessions operative to finance the Caymans probe - money that Sessions never reported. And James hired three of his staffers who helped with the Caymans flight expose after the campaign, but all have recently quit have been fired.” [AP, Rawls, 8/3/96] 

Tibbets Gave Cayman Information To Reporter; Sessions Campaign Claims Documents ‘Mysteriously Appeared’ On Doorstep. “Tibbets met with Milazzo, a.k.a. A/corn, at the Waffle House on the Eastern Bypass in Montgomery to hand him the documents. Upon receipt, Milazzo exclaims to Tibbets that, “Jim Folsom just lost the election.” Sam Duvall, a Sessions’ Campaign operative who later passed the documents out to the press corps, claimed that the documents ‘mysteriously appeared’ at his doorstep. This statement was one of a continuing series of distortions and half-truths by the conspirators calculated to manipulate public opinion and cause Gov. Folsom to lose the election.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 10-11]

Tibbets Rewarded With State Job Under Folsom. “The Daily said friends or close associates of the governor who have taken mental health jobs since 1995 include Robert Johnston, whose wife made claims that played a key role in James' 1994 victory over Democratic incumbent Gov. Jim Folsom, and Gene Tibbets, who obtained records about Folsom using a dog track owner's plane on a family trip to the Cayman Islands. The travel records were released two weeks before the 1994 election. Bobby Davis, who was James' chief of staff until resigning in 1996 during a split with James, said the governor asked him to find both Johnston and Tibbets jobs.” [AP, 9/18/98] 

Reporter Wrote Multiple Stories About Cayman Trip. “Milazzo, a.k.a. Alcorn, publishes the first of many articles on Gov. Folsom’s flight to the Cayman Islands. Copies of the flight records distributed by Duvall are continuously recycled by various newspapers throughout Alabama every day up to the election.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 11]

Sessions’ Group Paid A Couple To File False Affidavit Alleging Folsom Took $200,000 In Cash From Government. “A planning meeting is held at the “Old Plantation,” Montgomery home of Wayne Dawson, now deceased. Dawson, James, Tibbets, Turner and others attend this meeting. Dawson agrees to advance $8,000 cash to pay off Elise and Robert Johnston to obtain her false affidavit claiming that Folsom received $200,000 in cash from ACQP. The Johnstons later swear under oath in papers filed in their Bankruptcy case that they received no such finds. Parker and Dawson meet with Turner and Elise and Robert Johnston in Madison, Alabama to pay the Johnstons the $8,000 in return for her false affidavit stating that $200,000 in ACQP funds had been secretly funneled to Gov. Folsom to finish construction on his home in Cullman, Alabama.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 11-12]

Reporter Who Helped Write False Affidavit Had Story Published In Another Paper, Reran Story, Pressured AG’s Office To Question Writer Of Affidavit, Then Wrote About Investigation. “Milazzo, a.k.a. Alcorn, and Sessions are standing by to receive the Elise Johnston affidavit by fax. Milazzo knows it is false and that he cannot break the story because the lie would be tracked back to him as the source. When Johnson hears that the Advertiser is going to run the story, he threatens the Advertiser with a lawsuit if they print it, knowing it was false, but not knowing that Milazzo, a.k.a. Alcorn actually helped write it. Milazzo then arranges for The Decatur Daily to run the story so he can pick it up ‘off the wire,’ thus laundering the information so The Advertiser could print it. Next, as part of the continuing conspiracy, Milazzo, a.k.a. Alcorn, calls Deputy AG Feaga at the Attorney General’s office demanding to know why Evans is not investigating My, Johnston’s allegations against Folsom. This tactic was calculated to force Feaga to interview Ms. Johnston and initiate an investigation into these manufactured allegations, thus giving them the appearance of legitimacy.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 12]

Stories About Investigation Ran ‘Continuously Until Election Day’; Folsom Loses. “Thereafter, newspapers throughout Alabama run the $200,000 payoff story continuously until Election Day, (Thy. Folsom’s 13-point lead in the polls evaporates and he loses the election.” [Montgomery County Circuit Court, In Re: Grand Jury Investigation of Cayman Islands Trip By James E. Folsom, Jr., Motion To Disqualify Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 7/29/96, Pg. 12]

Folsom Was ‘Cleared Of Any Wrongdoing.’ According to the Birmingham News, “Ultimately, Folsom was cleared of any wrongdoing, but that could not retroactively undo the damage that the various charges had caused him.” According to the Associated Press, “A wide-ranging corruption investigation of former Gov. Jim Folsom has been concluded without finding evidence to warrant any charges, a federal prosecutor says. The investigation, which did produce charges against four of Folsom's associates, covered the years when he was lieutenant governor and governor.” [BN, Gordon, 2/17/02; AP, Weaver, 1/7/98] 


Sessions Mentioned As Possible GOP Candidate For Governor In 2006. “Some Alabama Republicans want to recruit U.S. Jeff Sessions of Mobile to run for governor in 2006, even if such a candidacy opposes incumbent Bob Riley, according to GOP officials and activists. State GOP Chairman Marty Connors, a critic of Riley's tax plan, confirmed a movement to draft Sessions, but said he does not know who has been behind the effort.” [MR, Barrow and Reilly, 5/27/04]

Sessions Could Name His Successor In Senate. “The next governor's race would fall in the middle of Sessions' current Senate term, set to end in 2009. If Sessions ran for governor and won, he would pick a replacement to serve out the remainder of his term.” [MR, Barrow and Reilly, 5/27/04]

