From 6/6/2008 Decatur Daily Editorial:
EDITORIAL 

Siegelman crime is suddenly less egregious 

Federal prosecutors apparently felt it was prudent to give up trying to extend former Gov. Don Siegelman's prison sentence. 

They are no longer pursuing their claim that the former governor's "conduct was part of a pervasive corruption of a government function, process, or office that may cause loss of public confidence in government." 

That's what they said in 2006 after a federal jury in Montgomery convicted Mr. Siegelman and HealthSouth founder and former Chief Executive Officer Richard Scrushy. 

Mr. Siegelman received more than seven years in prison and Mr. Scrushy less than seven, but the bullish prosecutors wanted them to have more prison time. They asked the judge to sentence the former governor to 30 years — a lifetime — and Mr. Scrushy to 25 years. 

Prosecutors appealed the sentences before the trial gained national attention. They alleged Mr. Scrushy's $500,000 contribution to Gov. Siegelman's education lottery fund was a bribe that bought the health-care executive a seat on a state board that regulates his industry. 

They dropped their appeal of the sentences this week without comment. 

Congress is looking into the Siegelman case as part of a larger allegation that the Republican Justice Department systematically used selective prosecution as a political tool. 

The Siegelman case is especially interesting because the prosecutors said campaign contributions are bribes if the donors are subsequently named to a position in government. 

Political patronage thrives throughout government, yet they chose to prosecute Mr. Siegelman. 

Perhaps prosecutors think that, by dropping their appeal, they might have one less element to explain when and if Congress comes calling.

 

